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Overview 

 

In the fiscal year 2016-2017, Ace Social Foundation (ASF) continued its 

steadfast commitment to the empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 

(PwDs) in India. Through Dialogue in the Dark (DID), 86,000 individuals were 

sensitized, including corporate employees and students, to the abilities of the 

persons with disabilties, leading to job creation opportunities for PwDs.  

This year also witnessed the establishment of ACE’s first residential training 

center in Telangana, equipped with state-of-the-art facilities to train and 

accommodate PwDs. Notable partnerships with organizations like TASK, West 

Pharmaceutical Services, Inc., and the State Bank of Hyderabad facilitated 

skill training programs and employment opportunities for PwDs. Additionally, 

ASF continued its collaboration with the American India Foundation, 

providing skill training across six locations and achieving significant 

placement rates.  

The collective efforts of ASF and its partners underscored a shared 

commitment to fostering inclusivity and economic empowerment for the 

PwD community in India. 
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I. About Ace Social Foundation  

 

ACE Social Foundation is a registered "Not for Profit" foundation that champions the 

cause of empowerment of PwDs by sensitizing India about the abilities of the 

disabled leading to employment opportunity creation for PwDs in India. ACE Social 

Foundation fundamentally works on two important areas.  

 

1. Sensitizing the world about the abilities of the disabled through Dialogue in the 

Dark (DID) leading to job creation for PwDs. 

2. PwD poverty eradication through Skilling & job creation through Take1  

 

 

II. About Dialogue in the Dark  

Dialogue in the Dark is an international empathy experience that puts visitors 

through daily life situations in complete darkness in a fun & entertaining way. 

Dialogue in the dark puts you through daily life situations like having a walk in the 

park, crossing a road, use of computers etc. all in complete darkness. Given the 

challenges of navigating in the dark, visitors are assisted by tour guides & these 

guides are visually impaired. This aspect of a visually impaired guide leading sighted 

visitors in the dark is not revealed to the 

visitor.  

At the end of the experience the visitors 

are led out of the exhibition to light by 

the visually impaired guide. This role 

reversal brings about a transforming 

change in the mindset of the visitors 

thereby leaving the visitors with a view 

that “the so-called disabled are not 

disabled but differently abled”. Visitors 

concur that the disabled need 

economically empowering opportunities 

and not sympathy. 

Through the DID, corporates are open to hire PwDs as they are first sensitized through 

Dialogue in the Dark wherein, they first experience the abilities of the PwD without 

even knowing that they are hosted and taken care by a visually impaired. 

This success of Dialogue in the Dark led to the establishment of ACE Take1 project 

which aims at creating jobs for Persons with Disabilities through skill development 

training for PwDs. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
 

Dialogue in the Dark Impact  

I. Number of Visitors sensitized - 86724 

a. Number of Corporate employees sensitized – 25630 

b. Number of Students sensitized – 5462 

c. Other Visitors sensitized – 51288 

II. Number of Job Pledges Created for PwDs – 2034 

 

III. Dialogue in the Dark Activities  

 

DESI – Diversity Education for Social Inclusion  

DESI - An education program by Dialogue in Dark exposes students to the life’s of 

visually impaired people and enhance their sensitivity towards persons with 

disabilities. 

The first segment of the program had the students 

exploring & challenging their four senses (sense of touch, 

smell , taste & hearing ) while being blindfolded.  

In the next segment students were shown various kinds of 

visual impairment with the help of simulating spectacles. 

They were also shown how to check their eye sights with 

the use of special eye screening charts provided by our 

Eye Care Partner – Lawrence and Mayo. The students 

were educated about the various devices used by the 

blind, like the talking watch, white cane , braille and how 

the blind uses a computer and phone. 

Through this program students learnt how to interact with 

the blind, how to shake their hands, help them and how to 

cultivate an inclusive society for persons with disabilities.  

Students were also introduced to sign language. They learnt how to sign the 

alphabets and basic greetings.  

DESI Program was conducted for, P. Obel Reddy School, and Oakridge International 

& DRS - International School. Over 200 students participated in this workshop.   

 

IV. About Ace Take 1  

ACE Take1 was established as a social mission to corporate India to hire at least 1 

PwD and facilitate the economic empowerment of PwDs, through skill development 

with the end goal of financial empowerment of PwDs. 



                                                                                                                                   

 
Most of the PwDs come from a rural background with limited or no access to 

education or employment. This is further compounded by the fact that PwDs, being  

 

first time skill development and training market & job market entrants, a huge gap 

between the employer’s expectations and PwDs skill sets continue to challenge 

employment continuation and retention of PwDs in jobs. 

ACE Take1 works towards bridging this gap by providing provide the much-needed 

market linked training for PwDs, which will in turn facilitate sustainable employment 

creation for PwDs leading to their economic independence. 

 

ACE Take 1 Impact  

 

• PwDs Trained – 1253 

• PwD Employment Created – 1201 

• Number of Employers – 177 

 

Setting up Ace’s First Residential Training Center in Telangana 

 

 

 

With the support of the Warangal District (Urban) Collectorate, Ace setup its first 

model residential training center for PwDs in the MDO premises at Dharmasagar, 

Warangal 

Training Commenced on 22nd August 2016. The center has a capacity of training 

150 PwDs at any given time with an Annual Training capacity of 600. 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
The training center and the residential premises are housed in a 2-acre campus with 

a built-up area of 10,000 Sq. feet. 

 

 

Facilities at the Training Center: 

 

• 4 Classrooms – Each classroom is equipped with a projector 

and a laptop for the trainers. Each classroom can 

accommodate 33 students.  

• Computer Lab - Fully functional computer lab with 33 

desktops and Laptops with internet facility. All the relevant 

software is updated and available.  

• Hospitality Lab - Completely equipped hospitality lab with 

all the tools & equipment's required for the Hospitality 

Assistant Course.  

• Dining Area - Seating capacity for 140 PwDs. Breakfast, 

lunch & dinner is voided to all the trainees in the dining 

area.  

• Open Area of 3000 for recreational and sports activities  

 

Residential Facilities:  

Women’s Hostel:  

• Located in the training center.  

• 3 Hostel rooms can accommodate 44 trainees at a time.  

• 5 Washrooms & 5 Toilets are available.  

 

Men’s Hostel:  

• Is housed in a building across the training center.  

• 5 Hostel rooms with a capacity of 20 trainees per hostel room.  

• 6 Washrooms & 7 Toilets are available  

 

Mobilisation  

Over 50 mobilisation Camps were conducted across 

Telangana, Chennai, Bengaluru, Kolkata & Jharkhand and 

nearly 2500 PwDs were mobilised.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
V. ACE Take 1 Training Partners 

 

TASK (Telangana Academy for Skill and Knowledge)  

TASK Supported the skill training of 12 PwDs in a 45-day 

tally course. The Tally training program was aligned with 

the job market requirements and as per Tally ERP9 – the 

official courseware of Tally Education Pvt Limited. The 

training program was equally divided into theory and 

practically sessions. Each candidate was given the 

official tally course material issued by Institute Tally.  

The training was successfully completed on 17th 

September 2016. The final assessment was conducted by 

Tally Education Pvt Limited on 26-09-2016 . All the 12 candidates successfully passed 

the assessment. Post completion of the training programme, 8 candidates joined 

employment.  

 

 

West Pharmaceutical Services, Inc.  

 

 

 

 

 

West Pharmaceutical Services, Inc entered into a CSR project execution plan with 

ACE Social foundation in 2016-2017 to empower 5 PwDs as part of their CSR 

initiatives. These five trainees underwent training in Desktop & Print Publishing across 

various batches during the period August 2016-March 2017, at ACE Take1 

Dharmasagar Training center. Post their training and successful pass out of the 

training, the five PwD’s have been placed in jobs in the IT Sector 

 

 

American India Foundation  

 

Ace Social Foundation continues its partnership with American India Foundation by 

providing skill training for persons with disabilities.  

Skill Training was provided across 6 locations,   including Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal and Jharkhand).  

 

Under the Sustainable Livelihood through Nalanda CSR Skill Scholarship Programme 

98 candidates underwent training with 4 dropouts. 94 candidates successfully 

completed training. Nalanda training program was conducted in West Bengal & 

Telangana. Training was provided across four different courses - Tally, Desktop & Print 

Publishing, Housekeeping with Basic Computers & Data Entry Operator. 72% 

Placement was achieved with an average salary of Rs 7500 across 24 employers. 

 



                                                                                                                                   

 
Under AIF’s Veer Program, Pre-Employment Training & Employment was provided to 

827 candidates across Tamil Nadu, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana.  

 

 

 

State Bank Of Hyderabad 

 

The State Bank of Hyderabad sponsored a 

pilot Employment Enhancing Vocational Skill 

Training Program for 10 Persons with Disabilities 

(PwDs). The comprehensive program included 

70 days of classroom training, covering both 

theoretical and practical aspects. Upon 

successful completion of the training, a third-

party assessment was conducted by the 

Engineering Staff College of India, Hyderabad 

(ESCI). All 10 PwD candidates successfully 

passed the assessment. Furthermore, 

placements were secured for 6 of the PwDs,  

facilitating their integration into the workforce. 
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Financial Report 
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Contact Us  

 

• Inorbit Mall  

Hyderabad 

Phone – 040-42012429 

 

• Phoenix Market City Mall 

Bangalore 

Phone – 080-33166589 

 

• Express Avenue Mall  

Chennai 

Phone – 044-28464870 

 

• Administrative Office  

#101, NCR’s Subbamma Towers, UMA Nagar 

Street No 1, Begumpet, Hyderabad – 500016 

Phone – 040-65503346 

Email – info@acesocial.org 

 

www.acesocial.org | www.dialogueinthedarkindia.com 

 

mailto:info@acesocial.org
http://www.acesocial.org/
http://www.dialoguein/

